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^ Remarks ' „ <>~ ^ 

* '*- This Supplemental Reply is being submitted after Applicant' Reply dated Janoaiy 
28, 2003 and in further response to the Examiner's Office Action mailed-on ~Au>st28, 2002.^ - 

Claims 39-42/48-51, 54-56, 67-73, 75, 78-80, 82-84, 86, 88-90, 92,'93'ahd 95, 96, " 

98-162,164-174 and 176-231 are presendy pending in the subject application. - ' = s '. 

Reconsideration and allowance in view of the above ainendments and the following 
remarks are respectfully requested. . - .. ' 

Claim 163 has been canceled herein solely because claims". I59:and 163 contain 
identical language after Applicants' Reply dated January 28, 2003.. - " 

Qaims 69-71, 80, 86, 90,151 and 152 have been amended herein so that the language 
of these claims is consistent with the claims from which they depend. SpecificaUy^the nucleotide 
base sequences of the claimed hybridization probes and primer oligonucleotides in the amended - 
claims are characterized in terms of the sequences to which they hybridize. . . . 

Claims 1 80-23 1 are newly added and depend from claims 39-42, 73, 75, 79, 84, 89, 
96, 98, 100, 101, 143, 158-160; 162-164, 166, 167, 173 and 176 r 179. These new claims are being , 
introduced to further limit the ohgdnucleoh^esofme claims from wmchmey depend . 

In accordance with'the provisions set forth in 37 CRR! § 1.121, a marked-up Version " 
of the amendments to the claims is attached hereto. - * * " 



- . ^ * Conclusion _ . - 

. Applicants maintain that the subject application is in condition for allowance and „ * 
Notice to the effect is" respectfully requested. " _ = 

- please charge any fees due in,conneoion-with niis Reply, including theixc^s claims - 

fee due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(c), to Deposit Account No. 07^835 in the name-of^n-Probe - 
Incorporated. - m / " * 
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Marked-Up Version of ATnpnHmftntg 0 

IN THE CLAIMS : ^ ~ ~ ' " '\ ^ J ~~ " 

The claims have been amended as follows: " - " _ - 

69. * (Four Times Amended) The primer oligonucleotide of claim 67,- ,wherein said 
primer oligonucleotide [comprising the] comprises a nucleotide base sequence-[of SEQ ID NO: 22 
or a sequence] ofrhe same length and fully complementary [thereto] to the nucleotide.base sequence . . 
of said region . . - . . ~ ^ t *• - 1 * . 

70. (Five Times Amended) The primer oligonucleotide of claim 67, wherein thp 
nucleotide base sequence of said primer oligonucleotide consists [of, or is contained within the_ 
nucleotide base sequence of SEQ ID NO: 22 or a sequence] of a nucleotide base sequence of the 
same length and fully complementary [thereto] to the nucleotide base sequence of said region and 
optionally, a sequence recognized bv an RNA polymerase . 

7L (Three Times Amended) *The primer oligonucleotide of claim 67. further 
comprising . a [nucleotide base] sequence [which is] recognized by, an RNA:.polymerase [which . 
initiates transcription]. ^ 

80. (Four Times Amended) The composition of claim 79, wherein said probe „ 
comprises [the] a nucleotide base sequence [of SEQ ID NO: 8 or a sequence] of the samtrleaigth and 
fully complementary [thereto] to the nucleotide base seoiience of said third region . " 1 -r 
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86. (Three Times Amended) The composition of claim 84, wherein;- 

said first primer oligonuctotide comprises [the] a nucleotide base sequence of [SEQ 

ID NO: 22] the same length and full y complementary ttfthc nucleotide base seouence-of said first? 

region: M and - ^ - 

wherein said second primer oligonucleotide comprises [the] , a nucleotide base 

sequence of [SEQ ID NO: 2] the same length and fully complementary to the nucleotide base 

sequence of said second region . - 

- 90. (Three Times Amended) The composition : of claim 89, wherein; , * 

said first primer oligonucleotide c omprises a nucleotide base sequence of the same 
length and fully comple mentary to the nucleotide base sequence of said first region: - \ 

said second primer oligonu cleotide comprises a nucleotide base sequence of the same 
length and fully compl ementary to the nucleotide base sequence of said second region: and - 

said probe comprises [the] a nucleotide base sequence [of SEQ ID NO: 3 or a 
sequence] of the same length and fully complementary [thereto] to the nucleotide base sequence of - 
said third region . " 

151. (Four Times Amended) The primer oligonucleotide of claim 147, wherein said 
primer oligonucleotide comprises [the] a nucleotide base sequence.. [of.SEQ-ID.NO: 23 or, a 
sequence] of the same length and folly complementary [thereto] to the nucleotide base sequence of 
said region . - _ - - - * . - c 

. 152. (Four Times Amended) The primer oligonucleotide^ claim 147, wherein the 
nucleotfde base sequence of said primer ohgonucleotide [consists" ofcdris contained^ within the 
nucleotide base sequence of SEQ fD NO; 23 or sequence] is oLthe same length and fully 
complementary [thereto] to the nucleotide base sequence of said region . 
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